
Watercolour Pencil Techniques 

WET PENCIL ON DRY PAPER
1. Dip a pencil into water and then draw
on the paper. 
2. Use:
- the pencil tip
- the side of the pencil tip
- more of the side
- different pressure 
3. Repeat the lines to create interesting
patterns.

WET PAPER
1. Wet the entire paper with clear water.
2. Wet a paintbrush and paint it across
the tip of a pencil to pick up colour.
3. Paint into the wet paper.
4. Repeat this process until the paper is
filled with colour.
5. Push the wet paintbrush against the tip
of the pencil to create splatters.

3-D LINES
1. Draw some wavy, horizontal lines across
the paper.
2. Colour along the edges of the lines with
a dry pencil.
3. Use a wet paintbrush to wet the colour
and spread it out to the next line so it
goes from dark to light.
4. Experiment with how much colour and
water you use to get a 3-dimensional effect.

3-D SHAPES
1. Draw some geometric and organic
shapes with a pencil.
2. Colour around the inside edges of the
shape with a dry pencil.
3. Use a wet paintbrush to wet the colour
and spread it out into the shape so it goes
from dark to light.
4. Experiment with how much colour and
water you use to get a 3-dimensional effect.
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Name                                                                                         Date

DRY PAPER
1. Wet a paintbrush and paint it across the
tip of a pencil to pick up colour.
2. Paint on the dry paper until it is filled
with colour.
3. Compare this painting with the wet
paper painting. 

WET OVER DRY
1.Colour a variety of colours (or just one)
directly on the paper with a dry pencil.
2. Paint over the colour with a wet paint-
brush. (Don’t get it too wet.)
3. Wet a paintbrush and paint it across
the tip of a pencil to pick up colour.
4. Paint over the first layer of colour until
the paper is filled with strong colour.
5. Allow the paint to dry.
6. Paint over the dry paint with contrasting
colour.

CRAYON RESIST
1. Use crayons to draw a design on the
paper. Press hard while colouring.
2. Leave lots of the paper uncoloured.
3. Wet a paintbrush and paint it across
the tip of a pencil to pick up colour.
4. Paint over the crayon drawing.

RESIST
1.Stick small pieces of tape to the paper
before painting.
2. Wet a paintbrush and paint it across
the tip of a pencil to pick up colour.
3. Paint on the paper until it is filled with
colour. Go right over the tape.
5. Allow the paint to dry and then gently
remove the tape. Add details or leave the
shapes as they are.

View lesson plan at 
https://crayolateachers.ca/lesson/exploring-watercolour-pencils-simple-techniques/


